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Saturday 30th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Covid-19 Nursery Re-opening Plan Information Pack 
 

Furthermore to our recent letter dated 23rd May, we are pleased to enclose details of our 
forthcoming re-opening plans, in line with the government recommendations for nursery 
settings. 
 
Please read the enclosed details carefully before making a decision for your child. 
 
We would like to thank all families for their continued patience at this difficult time. 
 
Due to a number of safety measures that need to be in place, not least the full results of 
a comprehensive water test including monitoring for Legionella, we are unlikely to be 
able to offer a date to return to nursery until Monday 15th June.  
 
We appreciate that this may be disappointing for many families and we can only 
apologise. Our committee of volunteers are working as hard as they feasibly can at this 
time. 
 
Those of you with older children in Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 at Wheatfields School 
will be aware they are reopening to those pupils from the week beginning 1st June.  
 
Despite the huge amount of work our colleagues at Wheatfields School have been 
undertaking in recent weeks to prepare for their reopening, we are pleased to inform you 
that Mrs Thornton and the governing body, with the support of the local authority, are 
continuing to work hard on plans to take over responsibility for the nursery. We are 
extremely grateful to the school for their continued hard work on these proposals at this 
difficult time for everyone. 
  
If you have any questions about our reopening not answered here, please contact 
our Nursery Supervisor, Maggie Whiteside, on 01480 494960. 
 
 
Wheatfields Nursery Committee  



Covid-19 Nursery Re-opening Plan -  Summary 
 

Subject to the successful completion of all risk assessments and reorganisations 
currently underway, Wheatfields Nursery is hoping to be able to reopen in a limited 
capacity from Monday 15th June 2020. 
 
This is much later than we had hoped, but one of our guidance documents advised a 
Legionella test for our water supply, and full details of this test are unlikely to become 
available from the laboratory analysing the results until the end of the week 
beginning 8th June.  
 
The enclosed question and answer sheet highlights details of the provision we can 
offer, but to summarise: 
 

 Only a very limited reduced provision is available 
 Only toilet trained preschoolers are being invited to return to nursery at this 

stage 
 Only morning sessions OR afternoon sessions Monday to Thursday will be 

available 
 You will be allocated mornings or afternoons – you cannot choose 
 No full day provision is available. Lunch club will not be running 
 Fridays will be used to deep clean nursery 
 A limited number of children will be able to be in nursery at any one time 
 Your child may not be in a group with their friends 
 Your child may not be in a group with their keyworker 
 New arrangements for drop off and pick up will be in place 
 This plan will remain in place for the rest of the summer term 

 
Please read through the attached questions and answers carefully to help you 
decide if you would like to consider applying for a place for the rest of this term. 
 
Whatever you decide, please complete the attached form as an acknowledgement 
that you have received this letter. If you child is a pre-schooler, please telephone 
nursery by 3pm on Friday 5th June with your decision 
 
Please also post your form as a signed confirmation. Please use a post box and do 
not attempt to hand deliver your letter to nursery. The envelope does not require a 
stamp. 
 
If you are reading the online version of this letter, please wait for your printed version 
to arrive in the post in order to return the form by post. 
 
If you have any questions about our reopening not answered here, please 
contact our Nursery Supervisor, Maggie Whiteside, on 01480 494960. 
  



WHEATFIELDS NURSERY – REOPENING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Why are only Nurseries, Preschools, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 returning at this stage? 

These are the age groups the government have chosen at this time. 

Who is being invited to come back to nursery? 

Due to our limited resources at this time, we have chosen to offer sessions to toilet trained 

pre-schoolers who will be starting school in September. Younger children and those still in 

nappies will unfortunately not be able to return back at this stage, as providing this level of 

intimate care is a higher risk activity for our staff to undertake. 

How will the children be organised? 

Children returning to nursery will be allocated to a “bubble”. Each bubble will stay separate 

to other bubbles, limiting the number of children and adults each child can mix with. The 

government have recommended a maximum bubble size of 8 for preschool children in our 

kind of setting. Our risk assessment process may conclude our bubble sizes need to be 

smaller. Staff will be allocated to a specific bubble and not be permitted to mix with a 

different bubble. 

How many bubbles will you be able to operate? 

We have the resources to operate two bubbles. Bubble A will run from Monday to Thursday 

for morning sessions and Bubble B will run from Monday to Thursday for afternoon 

sessions. Fridays will be used for a weekly deep clean. 

I am a keyworker and require all-day provision for my child. What should I do? 

We are not currently able to provide this for you and you need to contact Cambridgeshire 

County Council on 0345 045 1360. Explain that you are a keyworker struggling to find 

childcare provision.  

How will arriving at nursery be different? 

On arrival, parents will wait with their children along the fence outside nursery, socially 

distancing from other parents and children. Signs and markings will be on display. When 

signalled to enter nursery by a member of staff, the parent and child will walk up the ramp, 

remove their coat, parent will help them to use the individually named hand sanitiser on the 

table, then they need to walk in to nursery on their own. They will hang their own coat up or 

place it in their named box. Nursery staff will be visibly waiting at the internal nursery door 

but the child needs to walk to them. Parents cannot enter the nursery building. If a child will 

not leave a parent to walk towards nursery staff, it is expected the child will be taken home. 

Staff cannot take children from parents to enter the setting. Pick up and drop off should be 

as swift as possible. If you need to speak to staff, please telephone nursery.  Your child will 

have their temperature checked (contactlessly) on arrival at the setting.  

 

How will a nursery session be different for my child? 

They may not be with their friends. They may or may not be with their keyworker. There will 

be fewer children in the session. There will be fewer resources available. Many toys and 

resources have been removed from the space for safety, particularly those difficult to clean. 

Tables have been spaced out and children will be encouraged to keep a distance from other 



children (although formal social distancing will not be expected or achievable). Resources 

will be spaced out to encourage this, and some equipment may be individually allocated to 

children that only they use during the session. The frequent use of outside space will be 

encouraged in all sessions. Regular handwashing will take place throughout all sessions, but 

always upon entering the nursery classroom before snack, after toileting, when going 

outside or returning from outside. 

 

Will staff be wearing any personal protective equipment (PPE)? 

The government have said that PPE is not required during normal nursery sessions. Some 

staff have said they would personally feel more comfortable wearing some kind of 

protection and the committee have chosen to allow this. Therefore, staff may be wearing 

masks, visors, aprons or gloves during nursery sessions if they wish to.  Children should be 

prepared for this very different visual appearance of staff.   

Can my child wear a mask at nursery if I want them to? 

No, this is not permitted. They can pose a strangulation hazard to young children and are 

likely to encourage children to touch their face. Additionally, quoting directly from the 

government guidance “Any homemade non-disposable face coverings that staff or children, 

young people or other learners are wearing when they arrive at their setting must be 

removed by the wearer and placed into a plastic bag that the wearer has brought with them 

in order to take it home. The wearer must then clean their hands.” 

What happens if more parents want their children to return to nursery than we can 

accommodate within the two bubbles? 

If this situation arises, the management committee will decide, in conjuction with the 

nursery supervisor, on criteria for allocating places. It will not be done on a first-come-first-

served basis, and all requests received by phone by the deadline of Friday 5th June will be 

considered equally.     

I am not sure if I should send my child back to nursery. What should I do? 

Every family situation is different and there is no right or wrong choice to make. This is far 

from “nursery as normal” and the experience could be very upsetting for your child. Despite 

the extensive measures we are putting in place, risk of coming into contact with coronavirus 

can never be completely eliminated. However, it could be an extremely helpful and 

supportive experience for your child in preparation for beginning school in September.  It 

could impact very positively or very negatively on their wellbeing and you as a parent know 

your child best. If you choose to keep your child at home, nursery staff will be available by 

phone to support you during the rest of this term, and we may be able to send further home 

learning resources and ideas home. 

Can I change my mind about coming back to nursery before the end of term? 

We are asking for a YES or NO decision now for the rest of the term, in order to set up the 

bubbles. Children cannot change bubbles or mix with other bubbles so we are intending for 

the bubbles to remain as they are for the rest of the term. 

My child already attends another setting. Can they also restart here? 

No. Once a child is allocated to a bubble, they cannot come in to contact with another 



bubble. Therefore, if your child is already in a bubble at another setting they cannot be 

placed into a bubble with us. 

Can my child bring in things from home? 

No. In order to minimise the risk, other than their coat and their clothing, which should be 

clean on that day, nothing from home should be brought into the bubble. This includes any 

cuddly toys or special comforters. 

Can my child bring things home from the setting? 

No. Artwork and creations made may be photographed or displayed within the setting 

where it cannot be touched, but paintings etc cannot be sent home.  

What’s happening with snack and lunch club? 

Lunch club will not operate for the rest of this term. Bubble A will receive morning sessions 

only and bubble B will receive afternoon sessions only. The lunchtime period is required to 

be used by staff for cleaning. A simple snack of a plain biscuit and fruit will be provided each 

session. 

Will I be invoiced for this term? 

No child will be receiving care above the free childcare funded by government so no 

invoices will be raised this term for any children, whether they attend nursery or not. 

What happens if my child becomes ill during a nursery session? 

If a child begins to show symptoms of Covid-19 whilst in nursery, you will receive a phone 

call. They will be removed from the bubble and placed in a dedicated ventilated area and 

visually supervised from a distance whilst waiting to be picked up. You will then need to 

seek further advice from NHS online or 111 to determine next steps, which may include 

arranging a test (which are now offered for under 5s). They should not return to nursery 

until either a negative test result or 14 days after symptoms first appeared.   

What happens if someone in my child’s bubble tests positive? 

Everyone in the bubble will be informed and the whole bubble – children and staff – will be 

required to isolate at home for 14 days. Other members of each household are not required 

to isolate unless they themselves develop any of the symptoms of Covid-19.  

Are these plans for reopening definite? 

A number of factors could change these plans at any time, including the availability of staff, 

the water testing results we are awaiting, changes to advice from the local authority or 

national government, and unforeseen issue that arises in a risk assessment prior to opening 

or changed advice about opening should the local or national picture for Covid-19 infection 

rates change.  

What should I do if I have any more questions? 

Please contact nursery on 01480 496060 between 8am and 4pm Monday to Friday and 

speak to nursery staff with any questions. Please do not visit nursery - contact by phone 

instead. 

 



WHEATFIELDS NURSERY – COVID-19 REOPENING CONFIRMATION FORM 

Please complete this form and telephone nursery on 01480 494960 with your preferences by 

Friday 5th June at the latest. After phoning, please post this signed form using the postage 

paid envelope enclosed (it does not need a stamp). Do not attempt to hand deliver this form 

to nursery. Thank you. 

You are viewing the online version of this form. There is no need to print this out. Wait for 

your printed copy to arrive in the post and return it to us using the envelope provided. 

We are offering limited nursery places to toilet-trained pre-schoolers who 

will be starting primary school in September 2020. 

Name of Child:    ______________________________ 

Please tick the appropriate box: 

 

       I have read the nursery reopening information. I understand that my child 

IS NOT CURRENTLY ELIGIBLE for a place at nursery for the rest of this term. 

 

       I have read the nursery reopening information. I understand that my child 

is eligible for a place but I DO NOT WANT MY CHILD TO RETURN TO NURSERY 

for the rest of this term. 

 

        I have read the nursery reopening information. I understand that my child 

is eligible for a place at nursery for the rest of term.  I WOULD LIKE TO APPLY 

FOR A PLACE for my child. I understand that: 

 I may be allocated mornings or afternoons, but cannot choose which 

 I will be expected to socially distance from other children and parents at pick 

up/drop off 

 Nursery will be closed all day on Fridays for deep cleaning 

 The earliest first session date will be Monday 15th June 

 To contact nursery I should phone rather than visit 

 I may not be successful in securing a place for my child 

 

Signature _____________________________________________ Date ________________ 

 

 

Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Mobile Phone number _______________________________________________________ 


