
Wheatfields Nursery Newsletter 
September/October 2020 

Nursery News 
 
Welcome to all new parents whose children have joined the nursery this term. It has been 
a really challenging start to the term and we’re pleased that everyone has managed so 
well with the difficult rules and restrictions to follow to help to keep everyone safe as we 
carefully manage running nursery in a Covid-secure way. 
 
Usually, at this time of year we would usually be inviting parents to come and join the 
nursery Annual General Meeting and to consider joining to committee to help with the 
running of nursery.  
 
However, following a decision taken by last year’s parents in an Extraordinary General 
Meeting, ownership and management of the nursery is transferring to Wheatfields 
Primary School on 2nd November, straight after half term.  
 
Our treasurer explains a little about this over the page. This is an exciting development 
for the long term future of the preschool. Your committee unanimously believe this will 
safeguard the future of the nursery.   
 

Wheatfields Nursery  Committee 
 
Winter clothing 
Now that Winter is on the way, please ensure that your child comes to nursery wearing a 
warm coat, hat, scarf and gloves so that they will be comfortable during outdoor learning 
times. Please label all their clothes. Thank you. 
 
A message from the Nursery Supervisor 
Thank you to all the parents for being so supportive with changes to nursery and thank 
you to the committee for all their hard work and supporting the nursery staff etc through 
transition to school. 
Maggie 
 
Term Dates 
We follow the term dates of Wheatfields 
Primary School. Nursery is not open on 
“professional days” when the school is closed to 
pupils for teacher training.  
 
Last day of nursery before half term: – Fri 
23rd October 
Half Term Holiday Mon 26th-Fri 30th October 
Nursery re-opens on Mon 2nd Nov 
Last day of term Friday 18th December 
 
Christmas Holiday Mon 20th Dec to Mon 4th Jan 
School professional day 4th Jan 2021 (nursery 
closed to children) 
 
Nursery reopens on Tuesday 5th January 
2021  

Applying for a Primary school place 
for September 2021 
If your child is due to start school in 
September 2021, the application 
process is open now and will close on 
15th January 2021. You need to apply 
for a place. You can do this online 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/. 
Simply enter “apply for a school place” 
in the search box. 
 
Invoices 
Thank you to everyone who has 
promptly paid their nursery invoice. 
If you have any questions about 
your invoice, please don’t hesitate 
to contact the treasurer. 
 



 

A message from our Treasurer 
 
Wheatfields Nursery has been a charity-run nursery managed by a committee of volunteers 
since it was established in 1982. 
 
This model has worked well in the past with parents helping out with nursery, both helping 
with the children and with the behind-the-scenes work of keeping everything running and 
paying all the bills. 
 
Since 1982 much has changed, and it has been increasingly difficult to find enough parents 
year after year willing to join the committee to help to manage and administer nursery. 
 
In the 2018/19 academic year, Burleigh Hill Nursery, who used to be our neighbours, based 
within Wheatfields Primary School, closed down completely and we ourselves made a 
£17,000 loss.  
 
To ensure a nursery is financially viable it is a careful balancing act between income and 
expenditure. This is a difficult and time consuming challenge for parent volunteers to 
successfully carry out. Volunteering for your child’s nursery should involve baking cakes or 
buying raffle tickets – not managing a small business! 
 
As soon as I became the treasurer - immediately after the £17,000 loss -  I suggested to the 
committee last year that we should explore with the school the best way forward for 
preschool provision, and thanks to the enthusiasm of the head teacher, Mrs Thornton, and 
the support of the governing body, we are delighted that we are now in a position to formally 
hand the nursery on to the school.  
 
All staff are transferring into school employment and on 2nd November when you return after 
half term, everything will be seem exactly the same as it is now.  
 
In the longer term, school will explore what changes they can make to ensure preschool 
provision for Wheatfields can improve for the better.  

Stuart Wilkinson 
treasurer.wheatfieldsnursery@outlook.com 

 
A message from the Headteacher of Wheatfields Primary School 

I am so pleased that Wheatfields Nursery will be run as part of Wheatfields Primary School. We 
are very excited to be able to welcome the staff and families to the school community and we 
look forward to being able to provide good support and care to the nursery families and children 
as well as a high quality Early Years education. 

Mrs Thornton 
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